
 

 

 

Primary 1 

During the Spring Term, Primary 1 have been working hard both in school and 

from home. In our ‘Our World’ topic we have been learning about weather. We 

have explored different types of weather and have enjoyed ‘Maisy’s Weather’ 

story. We have created a weather umbrella with different art work to represent 

different types of weather. For ice and snow we explored the snow and made a 

snowman in class. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our poem, ‘The Wheels on the Bus’, we enjoyed exploring a wide range of 

objects in the sensory tray linked to the poem.  

We had lots of fun honking the horn and listening to the sound it made, 

swooshing the wipers, printing with wheels and making our own egg carton 

buses. The pupils also worked hard at home creating their own buses. 

 

  

 

 

  

 



Whilst learning our ‘Elmer’ story, we have had lots of different learning 

opportunities. We have explored textured shapes, made marks in different 

resources and created our own colourful Elmer when hand printing.  

We have had lots of fun exploring the Elmer sensory tray in class and it’s been 

one of our favourites. We really enjoyed the sensory rice and different 

textured trees. Some of us practised our cutting skills too. 

 
  

 

                                                                                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary 2 

In ‘Let’s Investigate’ Primary 2 have been learning about hot and cold 

materials, how to keep them hot and cold and how to melt them. We 

particularly enjoyed trying to free the man trapped in ice and melting coconut 

oil with our hands.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



In ‘Towards Reading’ we have explored the sensory poem ‘A Garage Sale in 

Outer Space’. We enjoyed exploring the sensory resources related to the 

poem and chose and showed our preferences to our favourites.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first story in ‘Towards Reading’ was ‘The Magic Finger’. One of our pupils 

who was home learning enjoyed exploring the story and made his own picture 

of a character from the story using feathers.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



In ‘Physical Education’ we have practised racket skills using rackets and 

hockey sticks to move balls and shuttlecocks.  We enjoyed moving the balls 

and shuttlecocks around the room or to a peer. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary 

Secondary have had the pleasure of two pupils from Primary 2 in our bubble. 

We have particularly enjoyed a range of musical activities. We have explored 

different objects to make a wind chime in DT, trying out our ideas with the 

fan. We have explored the xylophone then used Purple Mash to follow a short 

sequence to play the notes.  
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As part of our creativity sessions we have focussed on the sculptures of 

Alberto Giacometti. We have followed instructions to make Mod Roc men in 

Art. We used foil and Mod Roc to decorate our pipe cleaner sculptures.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Data Handling sessions have involved answering questions. We have 

worked hard to count the number of cars in the car park, sorted them by 

colour and recorded our findings using tallies.   

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

Our Sensory text for this term has been ‘The Hobbit’. Each week we have gone 

on different adventures from the story. We really enjoyed finding the Hobbit 

holes and spiders in the garden.  

 

  



14 -16  

Students in the 14-16 Department have had a super Spring Term!  All the 

students have been busy whether they have been learning in school or from 

home remotely.  Their Class Teacher has really enjoyed receiving and looking 

at everyone’s hard work from home.  Thank you parents and carers for all your 

support during the lockdown.  The students’ reading focus for this term has 

been ‘Marvel Comic’ texts.  They have listened to and experienced the stories 

‘Captain America’ and ‘Thor’ and explored a range of sensory objects from 

both stories.  They also made ‘Captain America’ shields so they could act out 

parts of this story.  In Functional Skills, the pupils have learnt about weight and 

capacity and solved real life problems related to these areas of learning.  They 

have measured weight in grams and capacity in millilitres and explored 

different types of scales.  The learning has been practical and fun.  The 

students have continued to improve their counting skills and learnt how to 

play the card games ’Go Fish’ and ’War.’  At times, competition levels have 

been very high!  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To raise funds for Comic Relief 

we held a non-uniform day for 

pupils, collecting donations 

totalling £39.20.  Thank you for 

your support. 



In Vocational Skills, the theme has been ‘The Role of the Joiner.’  The students 

have used a range of joinery skills including sawing, sanding and joining to 

make bird feeders.  During Daily Living Skills, the students have learnt how to 

clean the school bus.  The learning was great fun even though everybody got a 

bit wet at times!   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday afternoons have continued to be the ‘Class Spa Day’.  This term, the 

students have chosen and role played paying for a range of exciting spa 

treatments.  In Meal Preparation, they have experienced making soups from 

different countries including Italian Minestrone Soup and Greek Lentil Soup.  

They have used a globe to locate which countries they have taken inspiration 

from. 

Students in the 14-16 Department were proud to receive the ‘Silver Award’ in 

their RSPB Challenge.  They have learnt about the importance of Biodiversity, 

conducted research about which wildlife we already have in school and which 

wildlife we need to attract.  In Community Leisure, the students have learnt 

how to play netball and volleyball and practised their aiming and throwing 

skills.  They helped to set up the volleyball net and played with real volleyballs. 

This term, the students have listened, responded to and appraised music by 

the rock band ‘Queen.’  They have used a variety of electric instruments to 

compose their own music.  In Enterprise, we have taken inspiration from the 

television show ‘The Apprentice.’  Each student has played an important role, 

including Managing Director, Accountant and Chief Advertiser.  The students 

are making hand made Easter ’sock bunnies’ and Easter egg hunt packs.   



The 14-16   Department would like to wish everyone a restful and happy 

Easter.   

16-19 

In Functional Skills, the 16 – 19 Department have focussed on using kitchen 

measures.  The students have used different sized spoons and cups to make 

smoothies and explored the different ingredients with their hands and feet. 

They then used switches to operate the smoothie maker and enjoyed them at 

break time.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

In Personal Hygiene lessons, we have been explored face masks. The students 

made a choice of which face mask to use and this half term we have been busy 

making our own face masks. The students’ favourite face mask 

was a peel off clay mask. Everyone enjoyed the 16 – 19 Spa 

experience and accepted a face massage.  

 

 

 



The 16 -19 Department have worked hard in the garden and gained their Silver 

RSPB award. They have made bird boxes, habitat heaps, sensory cocktails, 

created a wildlife display and taken part in bird watching. The students 

enjoyed being outside and responding to the environment. Back in class, we 

used our hands to investigate the leaves to try and locate the hiding mini 

beasts. We are now working 

towards our Gold Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Vocational Studies, 16 -19 have explored ‘the role of the joiner.’ They have 

used their switches to operate power tools such as a jigsaw, drill and sander. 

They have investigated how to use different tools and used them to make a 

bird box to place in the school garden.  

 

 

 

 

 



In Daily Living skills, 16 – 19 have learnt how to clean the floor in different 

ways. The steamer was everyone’s favourite device because they enjoyed the 

sound it made. The students used switches to operate the vacuum or steamer, 

whilst their peers maintained hold of the device to clean.  

 

 

 

 

Residential 

We welcomed two residential pupils back on 11th January, three others have 

continued to shield at home until the end of March. During this term we also 

invited another pupil from secondary class to join our residential group. 

Throughout the term, pupils have enjoyed a weekly music session about 

water. They have listened to water sounds such as trickle, 

drip and splash and have used tambourines, drums and 

sticks to copy and replicate the water sounds. 

Every Wednesday during ‘Life Skills’ pupils 

have made their own pudding to have at 

teatime. These have consisted of 

individual sponge puddings and mug 

cakes. On Wednesday the 17th March they 

made strawberry jam tarts to represent 

‘red noses’ for Comic Relief. Throughout these sessions pupils have had 

opportunities to make choices for their preferred flavours such as syrup and 

jam as well as what utensils they wanted to use.  



Our weekly Aerobics class continues to be a lively session with disco lights and 

pop music. The activity begins with a ‘warm up’ before encouraging pupils to 

move their bodies to the different music tracks. Pupils are shown photos to 

show which area of the body they are exercising.  

We have had 1:1 Intensive Interaction sessions where 

pupils are encouraged to respond to touch and copy 

actions. 

 

We have also enjoyed playing team 

games such as ‘Ten Pin Bowling’ and ‘Curling’. Pupils also 

played these games on the interactive screen via the 

Helpkidzlearn website and were encouraged to take turns, 

using their switches and watching the effects. On Thursday 18th March we 

took part in ‘Comic Relief’. The theme was ‘do something funny’ so we played 

some ‘funny’ games outside.  

We continue to access Rebound Therapy and the pool on a 

weekly basis. 

The residential team look forward to welcoming all pupils 

back after the Easter Holidays. 

 

Staff News 

Zoe Sharples has joined our Domestic Team this term.  Tim Jenner has moved 

over from the Residential Team to become a Teaching Assistant in the 

Secondary class and Debs Parkin, who has been working as a Supply Teacher 

with us, has now joined the school as a permanent member of staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

Pupils return to school at 9.00 am on Monday 12th April, 2021 

May Day Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May, 2021 

Half Term – Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 inclusive 

School closes to pupils after school on Tuesday 20th July, 2021 



Ofsted have a section for parents called Parent View.  

Parents can access this at any time to tell Ofsted what 

they think of their child’s school.  Please go to the Ofsted 

website to register. 

 

We have also set up our own school Facebook page which 

is updated on a weekly basis.  Here you will find lots of 

photos and details of what the pupils have been doing in 

class together with useful information for parents and 

ideas for activities which can be done at home.  Please take 

a look if you have the chance. 

 

The pupils, staff and Governors all hope you have a relaxing Easter break and 

look forward to seeing everyone again in April.  


