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Bleasdale School 
Computing Policy 

 
 
Computing 

 
This policy reflects the value and philosophy of Bleasdale School in relation to the teaching 
and learning of computing based on the new National Curriculum. 
It outlines a framework within which the teaching and non-teaching staff can operate and 
provides guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. 
It is intended to support staff in the provision of the necessary range of skills, knowledge and 
understanding for all pupils in this area of learning.  It also aims to enable staff to work in a 
complementary and integral manner across the whole school in a range of appropriate 
activities. 
 
Computing is seen as:- 
 

• Understand digital systems at the most basic level. 

• The effective use of tools and information sources to produce, process and present 
information and to control external events. 

• The exploration, selection and use of materials and equipment for a variety of purposes. 

• A process that should be used- where appropriate- to support learning in other areas. 
 
Computing Curriculum Intent: 
 
Computer technology is used within each area of the school curriculum as a means of 
teaching, reinforcing learning, enhancing and extending learning opportunities for all.  
 
Computing at Bleasdale also allows students to use technology to communicate and access 
the curriculum and by using ICT day to day, pupils develop skills which are essential for life 
beyond the school.  
 
At Bleasdale School we aim to: 

• Ensure that all students have access to technology at an appropriate level.  

• Develop confidence in using appropriate ICT. 

• Develop problem solving skills. 

• Enrich and extend student’s learning throughout the curriculum. 

• Experience the social effects and implications of computing.  

• Help all pupils use ICT with purpose and enjoyment. 

• Provide a continuity of experience and progression of skills throughout the school. 

• Develop staff skills to enable them to enhance and extend their teaching and students’ 
learning.  

• Monitor and evaluate the experiences and progress of our students. 

• Ensure that resources are used to their full potential.  

• Ensure that resources and equipment are kept up to date.  
 
In relation to the specific ICT and Computing aims, we aim to: 

• Increase perseverance and self-esteem. 

• Foster curiosity 

• Enable greater pupil autonomy. 
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• Support individualised learning. 

• Support collaborative and co-operative learning. 

• Encourage staff to have flexibility, openness and awareness of changes and 
developments in ICT. 

• Develop communication skills.  

• Develop problem solving skills (where appropriate).  

• Develop an understanding of cause and effect.  

• Provide ongoing training opportunities and support for all staff.  
 
These aims comply with our school philosophy and take into account the school Curriculum 
Policy. 
 
Subject Planning, Evaluation, Monitoring and Time Allocation 
 
Each pupil has an I.E.P that has been written by the class teacher.  This serves to identify the 
subject content covered in that particular term with specific learning outcomes identified and an 
EHCP related target against which an individual pupil’s performance can be related. 
The targets are agreed in termly meetings and can be addressed in class lessons and other 
activity areas linked to the Residential Curriculum. 
 
Implementation of the Computing Curriculum: 
 
Curriculum Development and Organisation 
The National Curriculum has been broken down into three main areas:  
 
Digital Literacy, Information Technology, Computer Science  
 
Due to the level at which pupils at Bleasdale are working, pupils can access Computing skills 
through other curriculum areas as for the majority of pupils, this provides the opportunity to 
access technology at an appropriate level. There is a ‘Progression in Computing’ workbook 
that can be used to teach and monitor the progression of switch/ assistive technology use. 
Some pupils working within a semi-formal curriculum at Step 10 and above, may have 1 hour 
discrete teaching a week covering the 3 areas outlined in the national curriculum.    
 
At Bleasdale, it is felt that those students working between the Steps of 1-7, would not benefit 
from E Safety work because they will always have an adult present to make the judgements 
about safety and validity of data and information on their behalf. More able pupils would 
access personalised work on E-Safety within their discrete sessions and PSD lessons.   These 
students can therefore use this time to access the switch skills progression work that is 
relevant to them.  We do however support staff through in house training, policies and 
procedures to safeguard themselves and pupils when using technology.   
 
Teaching and Learning 
Teacher’s planning is differentiated to meet the range of needs within each class. 
 
A variety of teaching styles may be used within lessons to ensure technology is included in the 
delivery and that pupils are sufficiently challenged: 
 

• Students may be required to work individually, in pairs or in small groups according to 
the nature of the activity and the student’s ability.  

• A variety of input and support.  

• Differentiated learning outcomes.  
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Opportunity for teacher’s to think about ICT resources and targets that could link to all areas of 
the curriculum and all lessons that they teach.  
 
The Computing subject leader will review teachers’ plans (in line with the monitoring cycle) to 
ensure a range of teaching styles are provided to cater for all needs and promote the 
development of computing capability. They also monitor the balance and coverage of 
Computing by the evaluation of medium term planning and classroom observations. The 
monitoring and evaluating of curricular strengths and weaknesses to ensure and maintain high 
standards in the quality of teaching and learning is a vital part of curriculum development. It is 
the responsibility of all staff but should be led in each subject by the subject leader. They will 
also work alongside the English subject leader who promotes the use of communication aids 
for individual pupils including the use of personalised technology aids. The collaborative work 
between subject leaders will ensure that pupils are supported to engage in technology based 
work at an appropriate level, throughout the day.  
 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
Assessment is used to inform future planning and to give information about each pupil during 
their time at school.  All pupils within the EYFS are assessed using the EYFS profile and all 
pupils are assessed using tools that outline skills that are an integral part of developing 
awareness of Computing. Pupils are also assessed annually using a range of summative 
assessment tools to identify their progress in Steps. Pupils in the 14-19 departments will 
access accreditation to assess their work alongside Steps. 
Assessment techniques ensure that IEP targets are met and individual needs are covered 
within the subject area. 
 
These are managed by: 

• Standard  recording sheets throughout the school 

• Photographic / video evidence of pupils participating in appropriate activities. 

• Teacher’s observation of individual pupils. 
 

Assessment will fulfil statutory requirements for all pupils.  Teacher assessment is the main 
focus for statutory assessment of the current pupils at our school. 
 
An up to date copy of the ‘Progression in Computing’ document enables planning for a pupil’s 
future learning as well as offering a full curricular record of activities undertaken by individual 
pupils.  Records of Achievement and a summary of information gained from a pupil’s recording 
schedules inform parents of their child’s individual performance.  This is reported to parents 
annually at the pupil’s annual review and the annual school report. 
Assessment is used as a tool to ensure progress.  Computing is assessed both formatively 
and summatively using the achievement criteria based on the Scheme of Work. 
 
Formative 
This takes place on a lesson by lesson basis and can be formal or informal.  Informal 
observations and analysis of students’ learning is constantly being monitored by the class 
teacher and support staff and is used to inform future planning. 
 
Summative 
For those pupils accessing a semi- formal curriculum, assessments take place at the end of 
each year where teachers input assessment data onto B Squared.  Targets for the next 
assessment period are set by the teacher and TA3 within the classroom as part of the yearly 
cycle.  Progress against these targets is measured by staff on a regular basis to ensure that 
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progress is being made.  Pupils working Step 1-7 will use the ‘Computing Progressing 
Workbook.’ 
 
Annual Moderation meetings take place both internally and externally Teachers discuss 
levelling of student’s work and this is then externally moderated as part of a cluster of special 
schools by the coordinator in order to ensure that assessment judgements made at Bleasdale 
are consistent with that of other professionals.     
 
Use of Functional Skills across the Curriculum 
At Bleasdale School communication, language and basic number is a whole school issue and 
responsibility. Each teacher should feel responsible for his or her contribution to the Whole 
School Curriculum. Good communication, language and basic number concepts are a key 
factor in raising standards across all subjects. Skills will be fostered across curriculum areas 
and skills transferred from one lesson to another. All teachers will have similar and consistent 
expectations when promoting functional skills. 
 
 
Impact of Computing Skills: 
 
It is the role of the subject leader to ensure that pupils are individually challenged with their use 
of assistive technology and that all avenues have been explored to allow pupils to be 
successful in developing functional computer/technology skills. The Subject leader will: 
 

• Preparing, developing and regularly reviewing a subject policy (annually)  

• Planning work collaboratively with colleagues. 

• Assisting, reviewing and discussing teacher planning. 

• Monitoring the subject across the key stages and offering teacher support. 

• Attending all relevant in-service training in this subject area and disseminating 
information to colleagues. 

• Ensuring appropriate and versatile resources provided across the school 

• Providing annual subject plan (School Development Plan) for budget/resources etc. 

• Monitoring and maintaining the availability and condition of equipment and resources. 

• The subject leader may manage some staff development and in-service training re: 
computing. Relevant aspects may be highlighted in the annual School Development 
Plan.  

 
Allocation of Resources 
 
The provision of resources is linked to the School Development Plan.  Computing resources 
are allocated through individual subjects to enhance the teaching and learning in those areas, 
the school ICT budget for large hardware items and the communication budget for individual 
adapted switch technology.  
 
Appropriate Legislation, Including Copyright and Data Protection 
 

• All software loaded on school computer systems must have been agreed with the 
designated person in the school  

• All our software is used in strict accordance with the licence agreement 

• We don’t allow personal software to be loaded on the school systems 
 
(Please refer to the School’s Copyright Policy, Data Protection Policy and Acceptable Use 
Policy).  
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Equal Opportunities 
 
All pupils at Bleasdale School have access to a relevant curriculum designed to meet their 
individual needs.  The curriculum will offer a breadth of experience and balance of subject 
areas and activities so as to achieve individual statemented targets. Activities and materials 
used reflect the multi-cultural society in which we live and are not subject to race or gender 
stereo typed. 
 

 
Members of the Governing Body of the School and Curriculum Committee may also observe 
sessions and activities in their monitoring role capacity and contribute to further developments 
in this subject area. 
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