
 

ADDITION TO SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 

OCTOBER 2020 

Safeguarding during COVID 19 

The main safeguarding and Child Protection policy remains relevant and the principles 

remain the same. This document refers to how we are managing to uphold the Policy during 

COVID 19: 

 the best interests of children must always come first 

 if anyone in school has a safeguarding concern about any child, they should continue 

to act immediately 

 a DSL or Deputy DSL is always available. If not in school, then available by phone. 

 no unsuitable person is allowed access into school 

 any vacancies are treated in the same way as usual and the same safeguarding 

measures will be put in place before any appointment is made/ 

VULNERABLE PUPILS 

Bleasdale School has remained open throughout the COVID situation including Easter 

holidays and bank holidays and for the first 2 weeks of the summer holidays to vulnerable 

pupils and pupils of key workers. Many children at Bleasdale School were self isolating due 

to complex medical conditions. The residential side of school closed on 23rd March because 

each of the 4 resident pupils were self isolating due to complex medical needs.An in-depth 

risk assessment has been completed to show how decisions were made on pupils’ 

vulnerability (see Risk Assessment). 

Whilst many of our pupils have complex medical needs there is still a need to safeguard and 

protect ALL pupils, including those pupils currently shielding at home. The following was put 

in place: 

 teachers emailed parents/carers weekly and if no reply then they followed up with a 

phone call 

 parents/carers are asked to advise school of any changes regarding welfare, health 

and wellbeing. 

 physios were in touch with parents of children requiring physiotherapy, through 

phone calls or video messaging 

 the nursing team kept in touch with all parents through phone calls 

 school has a key social worker (Jordan Murphy) who they contact about specific 

concerns 

 



DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEADS (DSL) 

There is always a DSL on the premises and on the occasion where this is not possible, they 

will be contactable by phone. 

DSL training is currently up to date and the Headteacher has also accessed further relevant 

online safeguarding training during this current situation. 

The DSL has been involved in all decisions relating to children returning to school. 

STAFF TRAINING AND SAFEGUARDING 

All staff (including new staff) have received and read KCSIE Part one. 

Safeguarding forms a major part of induction at Bleasdale School. All staff have completed 

recent online training on Child Protection and Safeguarding through Educare 

SCHOOL OPENING TO ALL PUPILS 

The school has been open to ALL pupils since 7th September (including the residential) 

The main issue we have had is due to AGP (Aerosol Generated Procedures) which requires 

staff to be mask fitted in order to carry out the procedures. Until Staff could get the training 

a nurse has been on site who is mask fitted and she is able to carry out any procedures in an 

emergency. One residential pupil has only been able to return as a day pupil for the time 

being as there is no nurse on site overnight. 

School staff are being mask fitted on 8th October and school has managed to source masks 

for the mask fitting. If this is successful staff can then carry out procedures and the resident 

pupil can return to overnight care. 

 It is not possible to socially distance from our pupils due to their needs. However staff are 

reminded to keep 2 metres away from other staff unless working in a Bubble.   

4Bubbles’ have been created and measures are in place to ensure these Bubbles remain 

separate, including access to and from the school building. The school has been made safe 

with social distancing measures and PPE  in place where applicable. (See Risk Assessment for 

more detail).  

PPE 

All staff working directly with pupils wear PPE. School purchased sets of scrubs for all staff, 

who change into them on arrival and change out of them when finishing their shift. The 

scrubs are then washed in our school laundry ready for the following day. This helps to 

ensure minimal transmission from home or from school to home. 

Masks and visors are worn for Personal Care Routines along with disposable aprons and 

nitrile gloves. 

There is a member of staff now trained in the Management of  Medication in each Bubble. 

Safes have been purchased for each Bubble for the safe storage of medication and staff sign 

medication in and out using a MARS chart. 



VISITORS TO SCHOOL DURING COVID 19 

Visitors are restricted during these unprecedented times. We review the need for each visit 

individually but any visitor to school must wear a face mask when inside the building and is 

not able to access areas where there are children 

ANNUAL REVIEWS 

Currently these reviews are being accessed through zoom meetings  

CLEANING 

We are not currently using any equipment that cannot be wiped down. Any equipment that 

has to be shared is wiped after each child’s use, using antibacterial spray/wipes. 

Door handles and access points are cleaned with anti bac wipes 3 times a day and cleaners 

do a thorough clean of classes and bathrooms at the end of each day. 

There is hand sanitizer at every access point both inside and outside school and staff and 

visitors are asked to use this before entering and leaving. 

Hand washing regularly with soap and water  throughout the day is encouraged for both 

staff and pupils (where appropriate).All classes have a sink. 
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